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H1N1 To

Be Oftered
To Priority
Populations

The Department of Health
announced it will conduct
statewide clinics from Novem-
ber 20-22 to administer free
HIN1 vaccine to individuals in
the recommended target groups
that have not had previous ac-
cess to the vaccine.

Individuals in the recom-
mended target groups must
schedule an apointment time,
day and location prior to the clin-
ic in order to receive the HIN1
vaccine. This will help ensure
that the correct type and
amount of vaccine is available at
each location.

“Our goal is to get the HIN1
vaccine to as many people as
possible who are at risk of suf-
fering serious complication from
the virus,” said Deputy Secre-
tary Michael Huff. “These public
health clinics will help us do just
that with the amount of vaccine
that is currently available to us.”

The department asks that
only individuals in the following
groups attend the clinics:

Individuals between the ages
of six months and 24 years;

Household contacts and care-
givers for children younger than
six months;

Pregnant women,;

Healthcare providers and
emergency medical services per-
sonnel; and

Individuals under 65 years of
age with underlying health con-
ditions, including asthma, dia-
betes, suppressed immune sys-
tems, heart disese, Kidney dis-
ease, and neurocognitive and
neuromuscular disorders.

A total of 18 health clinics,
three in each of the department’s
six districts, will be held on No-
vember 20, 21 and 22. Clinic
hours on Friday, November 20,
and Sunday, November 22 will
be 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Hours
on Saturday, November 21, will
be 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Appointments can be made
at www.HIN1inPA.com under
“What’s Hot,” 24 hours a day. In-
dividuals without Internet ac-
cess can call 1-877-PA-HEALTH
(1-877-724-3258) between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Lines are limited.

Anyone seeking vaccination
should download an HIN1 vac-
cine consent form from
www.hnlinPA.com.

Those from Fulton, Franklin,
Adams and Cumberland coun-
ties should contact Franklin
County State Health Center, 518
Cleveland Ave., Chambersburg,
PA 17201 for more information.

JLG Makes Donation To Food Basket

Corp., and Stephen Subasic, right, JLG vice president of human resources, present an Oshkosh Corp. Foun-
dation check for $10,000 to Fulton County Food Basket manager Sue Cubbage last Wednesday in the Tus-
carora Room at JLG in McConnellsburg. In making the Foundation’s second donation this year to the Food
Basket, Paylor said that the goal of the Foundation is to improve the lives of people in the areas where the
companies do business. Paylor also said that production workers who had been laid off from JLG have now
been recalled to work on military contracts. Cubbage says the 140 households the Food Basket serves each
month total 350 to 400 individuals. The Food Basket is open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. More information may be obtained by calling 717-485-5688.

Give Thanks To

George Washington
For Thanksgiving

1789 newspaper
reveals Washington is
father of Thanksgiving

Americans don’t know it and
children aren’t taught it, but
George Washington is responsi-
ble for our Thanksgiving holiday.
It was our first president, not the
Pilgrims and not Abraham Lin-
coln, who led the charge to make
this day of thanks a truly na-
tional event. On October 3, 1789,
George Washington issued his
Thanksgiving proclamation, des-
ignating for “the People of the
United States a day of public
thanks-giving” to be held on
“Thursday the 26th day of No-
vember,” 1789, marking the first
national celebration of a holiday
that has become commonplace
in today’s households. While sub-
sequent presidents failed to
maintain this tradition, it was

Holiday Toy

Drive Begins
New toys, winter

wear being collected
for needy children

STAFF REPORT

With the holiday season quick-
ly approaching, a local organiza-
tion is taking steps to ensure that
area children will indeed have a
very merry Christmas.

Odd Fellow Lodge #7173,
based in New Grenada, has ini-
tiated a toy and winter clothing
drive for local needy children
that will run through December
8. All toys donated must be
brand new and be in their orig-
inal packaging. In addition to
accepting toys, the lodge will
also be accepting winter wear
ranging from new hats and
gloves to scarves. Drop-offloca-
tions for residents include post
offices in Waterfall, Wells Tan-
nery, Hustontown and The Ful-
ton County News office in Mc-
Connellsburg.

Allitems collected as aresult
of the generosity of area resi-
dents will in turn be given to the
Fulton County Catholic Mission,
which is overseeing the collec-
tion and distribution of toys on
a county-wide basis.

“We really wanted to do some-
thing that would have an impact
on the community, and we soon
learned of the possibility of a toy
drive program through conver-
sations with area residents,” said
lodge Noble Grand Otis Ware.
“Without the cooperation of the
local postmasters and residents,
this project would never have
become a reality.”

Any residents in need and
wishing to receive toys or winter
items for their children through
the Fulton County Catholic Mis-
sion should contact Sister
Margie Monahan at 717-485-
5917. Furthermore, anyone re-
quiring more information re-
garding the holiday drive is
asked to call 717-552-0071.

Veterans Day Ceremonies Held Last Wednesday

STAFF REPORT

Veterans young and old along
with the community gathered
at the bandshell on the court-
house lawn last Wednesday, Vet-
erans Day, to honor American
veterans from all wars, as well as
those who served in times of
peace.

Traditionally the Mec-
Connellsburg area Veterans Day
ceremonies sponsored by Amer-
ican Legion Post 561 and Bish-
op-Raker VFW Post 655 are held
at the 11th hour of the 11th day
of the 11th month marking the
signing of the armistice ending
World War Iin 1918. In 1954 Pres-
ident Dwight Eisenhower
signed a bill into law officially
changing the name of the day of
remembrance from Armistice
Day to Veterans Day.

American Legion Post
Cmdr. George Black intro-
duced the featured speaker Lt.
Col. Jeff Powell, who has served
in Afghanistan, Bosnia, Croat-
ia, Germany, Iraq, Italy and
Kosovo.

Powell told the gathering,
“Our nation owes a great debt
to its veterans, whose service
spans every decade, and will
continue for every day of our
country’s existence. Through
untold courage and sacrifice,
Amerian’s veterans have se-
cured the liberty which our
founding fathers sought to es-
tablish here in the new world.
Whenever and wherever the na-
tion has called —in times of dark-
ness and danger as well as in
times of peace and prosperity —
America’s veterans have been
there proudly carrying the torch
of liberty for all to see.”

“This Veterans Day, as for the
past seven years, our nation is at
war. Our service members con-
tinue to fight to defend our free-
doms and combat the threat of
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Keynote speaker Lt. Col. Jeff Powell, center, delivers the Veterans Day speech, flanked by Fulton Honor Guard
chaplain Robert Snyder, left, and American Legion Post Cmdr. George Black, right, at last Wednesday’s Veter-
ans Day ceremonies held on the Fulton County Courthouse lawn.

terrorism. Their service to our
country and way of life calls for
us to honor and celebrate our
nation’s veterans,” Powell said.
“Today let us honor those veter-
ans whose service is recorded in
the history of conflicts past, and
the efforts of our current gener-
ation of warriors whose actions
continually add to our nation’s
rich history. Let us not forget
that that at this very moment,
there are men and women sta-
tioned around the world stand-
ing in harm’s way to protect us
and our way of life.”

“Today is important because
we choose to honor the living
veterans from the Greatest Gen-
eration to the Latest Genera-
tion. We owe them a debt we can

never repay. All we can do is re-
member them and what they did
for us. But we must honor them
with deeds, not just words. So
how do Americans properly
thank their veterans this day?
Americans can thank them by
living their lives and enjoying
America’s greatness. Americans
can thank veterans by taking full
advantage of all your rights that
they defended,” Powell said.
Powell also called for all vet-
erans of the armed forces in the
audience and those still serving
to stand and be recognized. He
then told them, “Ladies and gen-
tlemen, you are simply put, all or-
dinary people who accomplished
extraordinary things and you
have the eternal gratitude of a

very grateful nation. May God
bless you and the United States
of America. May it forever re-
main a beacon of freedom.”

Ceremonies also included the
Salute to the Honored Dead and
the playing of taps. A wreath was
placed at the county’s four war
memorials. The wreath was do-
nated by the Decker family in
memory of Col. Chester Davis,
USMC, Ret., and Charles C.A.
Davis USMC.

Also participating in the cer-
emonies were Fulton Honor
Guard Capt. Marvin DeShong
and chaplain Robert C. Snyder.

Musical selections were by
the McConnellsburg High
School Band and Forbes Road
High School Band.

Breeden Pleads Not Guilty In Sexual Assault Case

Trial tentatively set for
January 25, 2010

By Chanin Rotz-Mountz
STAFF WRITER

A 21-year-old Warfordsburg
area man appeared in the Fulton
County Court of Common Pleas
last week on allegations he sex-
ually assaulted a young girl while
parking at Meadow Grounds
Lake last November.

Joshua L. Breeden of 3378
Stoneybreak Road appeared be-
fore Judge Carol L. Van Horn on
November 10 for mandatory ar-
raignment proceedings held on
one count each of statutory sex-
ual assault and indecent assault
of a person less than 16 years of
age. Breeden entered a not-
guilty plea to both offenses.

In paperwork filed on Octo-
ber 6 by investigating officer
Trooper Angela Roher of the Mc-

Connellsburg state police bar-
racks, the alleged incident re-
portedly occurred on November
20, 2008, following an evening of
drinking at a private residence in
Needmore. Breeden, another
male and the 13-year-old girl re-
portedly drove to Sheetz for chili
dogs before heading to the lake
located in Ayr Township.

The girl admitted to police
the incident in the bed of a truck
was consensual, and Breeden
quickly stopped when she asked,
the affidavit of probable cause
states.

In an interview with the ac-
cused, state police learned from
Breeden the incident occurred
after the trio left Meadow
Grounds. Breeden, according to
the affidavit of probable cause,
stated the incident occurred
along Pigeon Cove Road in the
vicinity of P&W Excavating dur-

Christmas For Wounded Warriors

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Veterans Day has passed and
Christmas is just around the cor-
ner. The Franklin County Chap-
ter of Red Cross will be collecting
items for wounded warriors from
now until December 11 at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center.

Each year the Walter Reed
Center serves 150,000 active and
retired personnel from all mili-
tary departments.

If you would like to help make
a Wounded Warrior’s Christmas
alittle brighter, you may drop off
the following items at the Cham-
bersburg Red Cross, 25 Pen-
ncraft Ave. Suite A, Monday —
Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. or the

Waymesboro office, 323 East Main
St., Monday and Wednesday 8
a.m.to 12 p.m. or Friday 8 a.m. to
4p.m.:

New, unopened full-size toi-
letries, deodorant, body wash,
shampoo, mouthwash, etc.;

New T-shirts any size or color;

Nondisposable razors and re-
placement blades;

Retail and grocery store gift
cards, Visa or AmEx gift cards,
international phone cards, 150
minutes or more.

Fulton County residents can
call either the Chambersburg of-
fice, 717-264-6214, or the Way-
nesboro office, 717-762-5414, for
further information.

ing the early morning hours.
State police were initially
alerted to a possible sexual as-
sault after receiving notice from
Officer Scott Wolff of the Han-
cock, Md., Police Department,
who was investigating a similar

case involving Breeden in his ju-
risdiction.

Breeden is currently free on
unsecured $25,000 bail. His trial
has tentatively been scheduled
for the January 25, 2010, court
term.
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Washington’s original procla-
mation that guided Abraham
Lincoln’s 1863 Thanksgiving
Proclamation. In fact, Lincoln
issued his proclamation on the
same day, October 3, and
marked the same Thanksgiv-
ing Day, Thursday, November
26, as Washington, setting
Thanksgiving as the last Thurs-
day of November after our first
president’s example. The procla-
mation was printed in newspa-
pers, including the October 9,
1789, issue of the Pennsylvania
Packet and Daily Advertiser.

George Washington first
mentioned the possibility of a
national Thanksgiving Day in a
confidential letter to James
Madison in August 1789 (just
months after taking office), ask-
ing for his advice on approach-
ing the Senate for their opinion
on “a day of thanksgiving.” By
the end of September 1789, a
resolution had been introduced
to the House of Representa-
tives requesting that “a joint
committee of both Houses be
directed to wait upon the Pres-
ident of the United States, to
request that he would recom-
mend to the people of the Unit-
ed States a day of public
thanksgiving.” The committee
put the resolution before the
president and George Wash-
ington issued the first national
Thanksgiving Proclamation
within days.

Washington knew the value
of a thanksgiving day long be-
fore becoming our first presi-
dent. During the Revolution-
ary War, he would order special
thanksgiving services for his
troops after successful battles,
as well as publicly endorse ef-
forts by the Continental Con-
gress to proclaim days of
thanks, usually in recognition of
military victories and alliances.
The concept of thanksgiving
was not new to the citizens of
the new United States.
Colonists even before the Pil-
grims often established Thank
Days to mark certain occasions.
These one-time events could
occur at any time of the year
and were usually more solemn
than the Thanksgiving we ob-
serve today, emphasizing
prayer and spiritual reflection.

Thanksgiving was not made
a legal holiday until 1941 when
Congress named the fourth
Thursday in November as our
national day of thanks in an-
swer to public outcry over Pres-
ident Roosevelt’s attempt to
prolong the Christmas shop-
ping season by moving Thanks-
giving from the traditional last
Thursday to the third Thurs-
day of November.

Hustowntown Woman Meets, Interviews Miley Cyrus

I

Amber Oliver, 22, of Hustontown, left, interviews singer Miley Cyrus during a meet-and-greet Nov. 5
at the Bryce Jordan Center, University Park, Pa., where the pop star was performing in her Wonder
World Tour. Oliver was chosen by Cyrus and the Get UR Good On Foundation to be a special guest
at the performance. Oliver says she was chosen because she is active in the Let’s Get This Foun-
dation and the Get UR Good On Foundation, where she writes blogs encouraging teens to partici-
pate in community service. Her prize package included four tickets and four backstage meet-and-
greets. Oliver and her meeting with Cyrus was filmed for a national promotional video/commercial
that will appear on the Get UR Good On Web site and in a national retailer’s stores.




