THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2009

Biden Announces Rural
Broadband Funding In Pa.

By Dan Nephin
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WATTSBURG, Pa. (AP) -
Vice President Joe Biden out-
lined a $4.7 billion loan and grant
program Wednesday to develop
the infrastructure needed to de-
liver broadband, or high-speed,
Internet access to areas that are
underserved or without access.

America lags behind more
than a dozen other countries in
terms of Internet access and that
has to change, Biden told about
200 people at Seneca High
School, about 12 miles east of
Erie.

“The bottom line is, you can’t
function - a nation can’t com-
pete in the 21st century — without
an immediate, high-quality ac-
cess for everything from stream-
ing video to information over-
line,” Biden said.

While Seneca has broadband
Internet access, Biden said many
students do not have access at
home.

Providing the means for ac-
cess would improve educational
opportunities, he said. He also
spoke of the power of the Inter-
net to create jobs in rural Amer-
ica.

“We believe we are in the
process of transforming rural
America. ... so it’s integrated with
the country, without losing its
character,” he said. The program
also covers inner-city areas with-
out broadband access.

“Getting broadband to every
American is a priority for this ad-
ministration,” Biden said.

The $4.7 billion is part of $7.2
billion included in the federal
stimulus package to improve
rural Internet access.

The Commerce and Agricul-
ture Departments on Wednes-
day published the criteria they
will use to judge funding appli-
cations. They will consider proj-
ects that provide wired or wire-
less access starting at low-end
DSL speeds, but will give priori-

ty to ones promising higher
speeds. They’ll consider an area
“underserved” by broadband,
and thus eligible for grants, if half
or fewer of the households can
get wired broadband today,
among other criteria.

Applicants can begin apply-
ing on July 14. The first round of
funding will be awarded in Sep-
tember. Besides providing money
to create the infrastructure, the
funding can also go toward train-
ing people to use the Internet.

In 2007 and 2008, the Pew In-
ternet and American Life Project
asked households that lacked
broadband why they haven’t
signed up. Lack of availability
was ranked fourth, given by 14
percent. Most answered that
they didn’t need the Internet,
that it was too expensive or too
hard to use. Many people who
don’t use the Internet simply
don’t have computers.

About 95 percent of house-
holds can already get broadband,
according to the National Cable
& Telecommunications Associa-
tion. But the industry hasn’t
been very forthcoming in saying
exactly where it’s available, and

that’s part of what the stimulus
package wants to address - it
has allocated $350 million to
mapping U.S. broadband access.

Biden appeared with Agricul-
ture Secretary Tom Vilsack,
Commerce Secretary Gary
Locke, Federal Communications
Commission Chairman Julius
Genachowski and U.S. Rep.
Kathy Dahlkemper, D-Pa., as
part of a “rural America tour.”

All spoke of the need for
broadband access to create jobs
and improve education and
health care.

“Broadband is not just about
being able to Google faster. It’s
not merely a luxury or an option
for entertainment. It is an essen-
tial tool in today’s world,”
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All-Star Playe
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Madison Hann, daughter of
Anthony and Dawn Hann of
Greencastle, finished her second
season as an all-star player and
a St. Thomas Angel.

Madison is also looking for-

in 2010 as a St. Thomas Chip-
munk, and she will be going into
the third grade.

She is the granddaughter of
Susan Hann of McConnellsburg.

Looking for one place to get
answers to your questions about
government benefits and services?
USA.gov has you covered. It's your
official source for government
information.

/U*SA.gov

1 (800) FED-INFO

Dahlkemper said. ward to her third year of baseball
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SOMETHING?
CHECK OUT THE
CLASSIFIEDS!

Owl Creck
Hzauling & Refuse

has over 20 years experience
in the trash industry. We will not fool you
around with gimmicks. We are offering
the starting rate of $I5 per month
for weekly pickup.

SIGN UP TODAY FOR
THE LOWEST RATE AROUND.

Phone 4854177
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BLUE FLAME

GAR SERVICE
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Propane Sales & Service

BLUE FLAME, nc.

1834 Valley Road, Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
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304-258-3495 ¢ 301-678-6712 %
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWS TODAY!

HAVE A GREATER

IN A MEDICARE PLAN FOR ACTIVE LIFESTYLES.

’f/

5, IN YOUR HEALTH"

www.highmarkblueshield.com

For individuals with Medicare who want to lead an active lifestyle, Highmark Blue Shield has the
plans and services that can help you get there. Through programs like SilverSneakers,” Highmark
members enjoy basic amenities at participating fitness centers and classes designed specifically for
people with Medicare, all at no additional cost. Members can also take part in online and
over-the-phone wellness programs, or choose from our selection of community-based
programs to help them get well and stay well. And as a Highmark FreedomBlue™ PPO member,
you'll also find easy access to doctors and specialists, prescription drug coverage and more.

When it comes to Medicare plans that fit the way you live, count on the strength and stability of
Highmark Blue Shield — the company that’s been providing outstanding health coverage for over 70 years.

“TIGHMARK.

MEDICARE SOLUTIONS

SilverSneakers service described above on beha

SilverSneakers is a registered mark of Healthways, Inc. Healthways, Inc. is a separate company that provides the

K‘of Highmark Blue Shield. Highmark Blue Shield is a health plan
with a Medicare contract with the Federal government. Highmark Blue Shield is an Independent Licensee of the Blue
Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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2002 Ford Taurus SE
91k miles, Great Shape,
Alloys, 4 New Tires
$4,995

2001 Mercury Sable
Wagon
49k miles, Like New,
Third Row Seating
$5,990

2006 Saturn lon Sdn
70k miles, High MPGs,
Great College Car!
$6,990

2006 Ford Taurus SE
82k miles, Pwr. Seat,
CD, Cruise
$6,995

2006 Chevy Malibu
Maxx LT
71k miles, Plenty of Space,
$7,690

2003 Mercury Grand
Marquis LS
62k miles, Ultimate Edition,
Hurry!
$9,485

1999 Jeep Wrangler
51k miles! “Sahara Edition”
Soft Top
$9,995

2005 Chevy Trailblazer
66k miles, XM Radio,
Bose Sound, Sunroof

$11,890

2005 Pontiac
Montana Ext. SV6 Van
49k miles, Rear DVD!
$11,995

2006 Ford F-150 2WD
Truck
63k miles, Like New,
Spray-In Liner
$12,990

2005 GMC Envoy
69k miles, Loaded,
Rear DVD
$13,480

2005 Mercury Mariner
43k miles, Sunroof/Alloys,
$13,495

2004 Honda Accord
EX Sdn

41k miles, Heated Seats,
Sunroof
$14,490

2005 Jeep Grand
Cherokee
36k miles, Pretty Dark
Green Laredo
$14,950

2007 Honda Accord
Sdn
49k miles, Great Value!
Loaded!
$14,880

2006 Hummer H3
53k miles, XM,
Monsoon Sound, Roof,
Heated Leather
$18,990

2007 Dodge Ram
1500 Crew
26k miles,

Big Horn Package
$22,880

2006 Honda Pilot EX-L
36k miles, Roof,
Heated Leather, 3rd Seat
$22,880

2007 Cadillac CTS
18k miles, Heated Seats,
Roof, XM/Bose Sound
$23,990

2006 Lincoln Mark LT
Trucks
2 to Choose From,
Starting at
$24,495

21518 Great Cove Road
McConnelishurg, Pa.
Dial - 800-782-6633

or 117-485-4224
www greatcoveautos.com
Lower Overheat =

Lower Prices to You!




