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Recession Outlasts Even Extended Jobless Benefits

By Christopher S. Rugaber
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP) —Inthe
coming weeks and months, hun-
dreds of thousands of jobless
Americans will exhaust their un-
employment benefits, just when
it’s never been harder to find a
job.

Congress extended unem-
ployment aid twice last year, al-
lowing people to draw a total of up
to 59 weeks of benefits. Now, as
the recession drags on, a rolling
wave of people who were laid off
early last year will lose them.

Precise figures are hard to de-
termine, but Wayne Vroman, an
economist at the Urban Insti-
tute, estimates that up to 700,000
people could exhaust their ex-
tended benefits by the second
half of this year.

Some will find new jobs, but
prospects will be grim: Layoffs
are projected to go on, and many
economists expect the jobless
rate, already at 8.5 percent, to
hit 10 percent by year’s end.

“It’s going to be a monstrous
problem,” Vroman said.

U.S. employers shed
663,000 jobs in March, and the
jobless rate now stands at its
highest in a quarter-century.
Since the recession began in
December 2007, a net total of
5.1 million jobs have disap-
peared.

Those who know that their
unemployment aid is about
to run out are counting the days,
taking on odd jobs, moving in
with relatives and fretting about
the future.

54, an Orlando, Fla., construc-
tion worker who lost his job in
July and whose benefits will end
in four weeks. “The only thing I
can do is keep looking for work
and hope tomorrow will be bet-
ter than today.”

That so many people have re-
mained on jobless aid for more
than a year underscores the
depth and duration of the reces-
sion, which began in December
2007. If the downturn extends
into May, it will be the longest
recession since the Great De-
pression.

The jobs crisis it has created
has proved worse than most
economists forecast — not to
mention what lawmakers ex-
pected when they extended job-
less benefits last year.

In March, nearly a quarter of
the unemployed had been with-
out work for six months or more,
the highest proportion since the
1981-82 recession.

And the problem will proba-
bly get even worse. Employers
typically remain reluctant to hire
even months after a recession
has officially ended. In the 1990-
91 and 2001 recessions, the job-
less rate peaked more than a year
after the recovery began.

“What comes next, I'm
afraid, will be the mother of all
jobless recoveries,” said
Bernard Baumohl, chief global
economist at the Economic
Outlook Group, a consulting
firm. “While we may emerge
from recession from a statistical
standpoint later this year, most
Americans will be hard-pressed

next 12 months.”

That’s grim news for Sterling
Long, 40, of Pittsburgh, who said
he’s willing to take any job avail-
able to support his wife and four
children. He has cleaned houses
and done other odd jobs since
being laid off from a plumbing
distributor in March 2008. He is
dreading the expiration of his
benefits this month.

“I'll work in McDonald’s,” he
said. “I got no pride aslong as the
people in this house eat, have
hot water _that’s all I need.”

Long, like many of the long-
term unemployed, has tried to
learn new skills. For three
months, he spent Saturdays and
Sundays working to get his com-
mercial driver’s license. That led
to work as a cargo loader for a
couple of months at the super-
market warehouse. But since
then, nothing.

States typically provide 26
weeks of unemployment bene-
fits, an average of about $350 a
week. Last year, Congress tacked
on 20 extra weeks of benefits, and
later it added 13 additional weeks
for people in states hardest-hit
by unemployment.

Experts said food stamps and
other social programs provide a
partial backstop for many recip-
ients who exhaust benefits.
Some will also take low-paying
“tideover” jobs _ if they can find
them, said Rebecca Blank, an

economist at the Brookings In-
stitution.

One of them is Rainie Usel-
ton, 39, who also lives in Pitts-
burgh. She took a course to be-
come a certified nursing assis-
tant after being laid off from a
restaurant early last year. She
landed a job at an assisted-living
facility but lost it after her car
broke down and she couldn’t
make it to work.

Uselton is caring for a friend’s
mother part-time in exchange
for a meal, bus pass and $50 a
week. She hopes to use that
money to help pay for car repairs
before her benefits run out in four
weeks.

“It takes a little longer to fall
asleep because of all the scenar-
ios in your head,” Uselton said.

Unemployment has risen so
high that in some states a third
leg of benefits is kicking in _ a
new lifeline for many who would
otherwise run out. Under feder-
al law, states found to have par-
ticularly high unemployment
under complex formulas must
provide 13 to 20 more weeks of
benefits.

It has already taken effect in
18 states, twice as many as acti-
vated it in either of the last two
recessions.

The National Employment
Law Project, an advocacy group
for low-wage workers, wants
more states to change their laws

to make it easier for the extend-
ed benefits to Kick in.

The federal stimulus package
provides full federal funding for
the extension, which otherwise
would be split between the
states and federal govern-
ment. California’s Legislature
took such a step last week,
and Gov. Arnold Schwarz-
enegger is expected to sign
the legislation.

That comes as a huge relief
to Beth Lambert, 58, of San
Diego, who’s been out of work
since January 2008 after losing
her job as an administrator at a
construction company.

“I can breathe for a few more
weeks and just keep trying,” she
said.
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CARS

2006 Volkswagen Jetta TDI

Turbo Diesel, 6 Spd. Auto,AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, PS, 6 Disc
CD, Remote Access, Alloys, White w/Tan Leather Int., Only 86K
Miles, Awesome Fuel Mileage $14,995

2007 Pontiac G6 Sport Sedan
3.5L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Remote Access, Alloys,
Rear Spoiler, Red w/Black Cloth Int., Line New, Only 33K Miles .

2006 Chevy Cobalt SS

Super Charged

5 Spd.,AC,Tilt, PW, PL, PM, CD, Pwr. Sunroof,Alloys, Spoiler, Blue
w/Black Leather Int., Onlyy 33K Miles $12,995

2006 Chevy Impala LT
3.5L, AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, PS, CD, Remote Access, Al-
loys, Blue w/Cloth Int., Only 47K Miles,Awesome Color

2006 Pontiac Grand Prix
3.8LAT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM, PS, CD,Traction Ctrl,Remote
Access,Alloys, Blue w/Cloth Int., 88k Mi. ............. $9,995

2002 Ford Mustang GT

4.6L,5 Spd.,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, 6-Disc CD, Mach Sound
System, Traction Ctrl, Polished Alloys, Black w/Leather Int.,A Real
Head Turner, Only 74K Miles

2004 Hyundai Tiburon GT
2.7L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD,Alloys, Rear Spoiler, Sil-
ver w/Cloth int,Only 72K Mi. .................... $8,995

2003 Chevy Impala LS
3.8L, AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, PS, CD,Alloys, Dual Climate
Ctrl., Rear Spoiler, Silver w/Leather Int. Only 49K Miles, Sharp . .

2005 Chevy Cobalt LS Sedan
2.2L, AT, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Alloys, Blue w/Gray
Cloth Int., Only 51K Miles

2003 Pontiac Grand AM GT Coupe

3.4L Ram Air, AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM,Monsoon Cass.& CD,
Pwr. Sunroof, Traction Ctrl., Alloys,Spoiler, Red w/Leather Int.,
Only 55K Orig. Miles, Must See

2006 Dodge Stratus SXT
2.0L, ATAC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM, CD,Alloys,Red w/Gray Cloth
Int., Only 52K Miles

2006 Ford Focus ZX4
2.0L,5 Spd.,AC, PW,PL,PM, CD, Maroon w/Gray Cloth Int., Only
45K Miles

2005 Pontiac Sunfire GT
2.2L,AT,AC,Tilt, CD, Rear Spoiler;, Beige w/Cloth Int., Only 31K
Miles, Super Clean

2006 Chevy Cobalt LT Coupe
2.2L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Remote Access, Alloys,
Spoiler, Yellow w/Black Cloth Int., Only 61K Miles $7,995

2005 Saturn Ion 2
2.2L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Traction Ctrl., Remote
Access, Teal w/Beige Cloth Int.,, Only 72K Miles

2005 Chevy Cobalt LS Coupe
2.2L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD,Alloys, Rear Spoiler, Blue
w/Black Heated Leather Int., 85K Miles

2003 Pontiac Grand Prix AMGT
3.4L Ram Air, AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM,Monsoon Cass.& CD,
Pwr.Sunroof,Traction Ctrl.,Rear Spoiler,Remote Access, Polished

Alloys,White w/Cloth Int., Only 62K Miles

2002 Subaru Impreza WRX
AT,AWD, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, 6 Disc CD, Alloys, White
w/Gray Cloth Int. Clean Local Trade, Great MPG

2004 Saturn Ion 2 Sedan
2.2L, AT, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Remote Access, Black
w/Gray Cloth Int., Only 73K Miles, Great MPG $7,995

2003 Pontiac Grand AMGT

3.4L Ram Air, AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM,Monsoon Cass.& CD,
Remote Access, Pwr. Sunroof, Polished Alloys, Rear Spoiler, Black
w/Gray Cloth Int., Only 73K Miles, Really Nice Car . ...$7,995

2003 Olds Alero GL
3 4L ATAC,Tilt, Cruise,PW,PL,PM,PS,Remote Access,Alloys, Rear
Spoiler, Silver w/Cloth Int., Only 77K Miles

2002 Pontiac Grand Prix GTP

40th Anniversary Edition, 3.8L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, PS,
CD, Pwr. Sunroof, Traction Control, Remote Access, Heads Up Dis-
play, Smartwheel, Rear Spoiler; Polished Alloys, Maroon w/Heated
Leather Int., Local Trade,Very Sharp, Must See

2001 Honda Civic LX Coupe
1.7L, AT, AC, Tilt,Cruise, PW, PL, PM, New Tires, Remote Access,
Silver w/Cloth Int., Great MPG

2000 Chevy Impala LS

3.8L,ATAC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM, PS, Cass. & CD, Dual Climate
Ctrl., Alloys, Rear Spoiler,Maroon w/Heated Leather Int., Only 87K
Miles,Very Nice

2004 Chevy Cavalier Coupe
2.2LATAC,Tilt, CD,Rear Spoiler, Only 88K Miles,Red w/Gray Cloth
Int o $6,995

2004 Chrysler Sebring
24L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD,Alloys, Burgandy w/Gray
Cloth Int,, Only 69K Miles. ....................... $6,995

2001 Ford Focus SE Sedan
2.0L,AT,AC, PW,PL,PM,AM/FM CD, Alloy Wheels, w/New Tires,
85K Miles, SALEPRICE. . ..........coouvvnnenn... $5,995

2004 Chevy Cavalier
2.2L,AT,AC,Tilt, CD, Rear Spoiler, Silver w/Gray Cloth Int.

2003 Pontiac Grand Prix SE
3.ILATAC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PW, CD, Remote Access, Dual Cli-
mate Ctrl, Traction Ctrl., Burgandy w/Gray Cloth Int.

2002 Dodge Neon SXT
2.0LATAC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM, CD, Polished Alloys, Blue w/Gray
Cloth Int.,,Only 63K Miles. ....................... $5,995

2001 Mazda Protege ES
2.0L,5 Spd.,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL, PM, Cass. & CD, Pwr. Sunroof,
Alloys, Rear Spoiler, Great MPG. ................... $5,995

2001 Dodge Neon R/T
2.0L, 5-Spd.,AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, Pwr. Sunroof, Cass. & 6

2001 Chrysler Concorde LX
2.7L,AT,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, PS, Pioneer CD, Remote Ac-
cess, Local Trade w/Only 76K Miles

2002 Chevy Cavalier Coupe
22L,5 spd.,AC,Tilt, AM/FM CDWhite w/Gray Cloth Int.,BIG SAV-
[N $4,995

2002 Hyundai Elantra GLS
2.0L, AT, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Rear Spoiler, White
wi/Beige Cloth Int., Only 81K Miles

2000 Pontiac Grand AM SE
34LATAC,Tilt,Cruise,PW,PL,PM, CDAlloys, Traction Ctrl.,,Rear
Spoiler, Maroon w/Gray Cloth Int., Local Trade

2000 Chevy Cavalier
2.2L,AT,AC, CD, Rear Spoiler; Silver w/Gray Cloth Int.

2002 Chevy Cavalier Coupe

2.2L,AC, Pioneer CD, Rear Spoiler; New Tires, Red w/Gray Cloth
Int., Sharp Car

1999 Saturn SL2

1.9L, AT AC,Tilt, One Owner w/80K Miles,Very Nice Car

1994 Pontiac Trans Am
5.7L, 6 Spd.,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM,Alloys, Rear Spoiler, Black
w/Cloth Int., Local Trade

2000 Ford Contour SE
2.0L, AT, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, Pioneer CD, Alloys, White
w/Navy Blue,Int. .......... ... ... o $3,995

1999 Chevy Metro LSI
1.3L AT, AC, New Tires,White w/Gray Cloth Int., Super Gas Saver

1997 Saturn SL2
1.9L AT AC,Tilt, Cruise,PW, PL,PM, CD,Rear Spoiler,Alloys, Great
Fuel Economy Car

1993 Pontiac Grand AMGT

V6,AT,Tilt, Cruise,PW,PL, Cass.,Alloys, Rear Spoiler,VWWhite w/Gray
Cloth Int., Only 83K Miles

VANS, TRUCKS & 4X4s

2002 Ford F250 HD Super Crew
XLT

7.3L PowerStroke Diesel, AT, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, Sliding
Rear Glass, Spray-in Liner; Side Steps, Tow Pkg., Chrome Wheels,
Black & Silver w/Cloth Int., Only 109K Miles. $16,995

2004 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab SLT
4.7L, AT, 4x4,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Bedliner; Tow Pkg., Al-
loys, Only 83K Miles, Blue & Silver; Local Trade $16,995

2004 Saturn VUE

V6,All Wheel Drive, AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, CD, Remote
Access, Rear Entertainment Pkg., Alloys, Silver w/Heated Int,,
Great MPG,Only 84K Mi. ...................... $11,995

2001 GMC Sonoma SLS Crew Cab
4.3L,4x4,AT,AC,Tile, Cruise, PW,PL, PM, Cass. & CD, Sliding Rear
Glass, Soft Tonneau Cover, Bedliner,Alloys,Red w/Gray Cloth Int.,
Local Trade, Only 75K Miles $11,995

2004 Chrysler Pacifica Touring
AWD

3.5L AT AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM, PS,Adj. Pedals, 6 Disc CD,Rear
Entertainment Pkg., 3rd Row Seating, Dual Climate Ctrl, Polished
Alloys, Blue w/Heated Beige Leather Int., Only 82K Miles, Local
Trade, Must See

2004 Ford F150 XLT Quad Cab

4.6L,AT, 4x4,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM, CD, Overhead Console,

Bedliner, Tow Pkg.,Alloys,White w/Gray Cloth Int., Local Trade .
$10,995

2004 Pontiac Vibe AWD

| .8L,AT.AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL,PM, CD,Remote Access, Pwr. Sun-
roof,Alloys, Blue & Silver w/Cloth Int., Only 74K Miles, Great Fuel
Economy

2000 Chevy Silverado 1500 LS

Ext. Cab, 3rd Door, 5.3L, 4x4,AT,AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, PS,
CD, Z-71 Pkg.,Alloys, Soft Tonneau Cover; Tow Pkg., Navy Blue
w/Cloth Int.

1998 Ford F150 XLT
Ext. Cab, 3rd Door, 4.6LATAC,Tilt, Cruise, PW,PL, Running Boards,
Tow Pkg.,Alloys, Red & Silver w/Cloth Int., Sharp Truck .$9,995

2000 Ford F150 XL Flareside

Quad Cab,4.6L Super Charged,4x4,AT. AC, CD, Sliding Rear Glass,
Bedliner, Side Steps,American Racing Wheels, Red w/Gray Cloth
Int., Sharp Local Trade

2001 Nissan Frontier XE King Cab
3.3L,4x4,AT,AC, CD, Sliding Rear Glass, Bedliner;Alloys, Blue w/Gray
Cloth Int SALE PRICE

2001 Dodge Dakota Ext. Cab 4X4
3.9LATAC,AM/FM Cass., Sliding Rear Glass, Bedliner,Alloys,White
w/Gray ClothInt. ............. ... ... ... $7,995

2003 Chevy Venture Extended
AWD, 34L, LS Pkg., AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, Cass. & CD, Rear
AC, 8 Passenger Seating,Alloys, Blue w/Gray Cloth Int., Only 86K

1999 Chevy Suburban LS
4x4,5.7L, AT, AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, PS, 8 Passenger Seating,
Alloys,White w/Gray Cloth Int., Only 74K Miles, Nice Sharp . ..

1997 Chevy Silverado 2500 HD
5.7L,5 SPD.,4X4,AC,Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, Sliding Rear Glass,
Bedliner; Tow Pkg., Black w/Gray Cloth Int., Local Trade

1997 Chevy Silverado 1500 Ext. Cab
5.7L, 4x4, AT, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, Running Bds., Remote
Access, Alloys, Soft Tonneau Cover, Tow Pkg., Two-Tone Paint,
SALE PRICE

1997 GMC Sierra SLE Ext. Cab

3rd Door, 5.7L, 4x4, AT, AC, Tilt, Cruise, PW, PL, PM, Cass. & CD,
Bedliner, Tow Pkg., Z-71 Off Road Pkg., Alloys, Burgandy/Gold w
Cloth Int., Sharp Truck

2002 Mercury Villager
3.3LATAC,Tilt,Cruise,PW,PL,PM,PS, Cass., Dual Sliders,Remote
Access,Alloys,White w/Gray Cloth Int., Only 78K Miles

1999 Ford Explorer
4.0L,4x4,ATAC,PW,PL,PM,Runing Bds ,.Alloys, Blue w/Gray Cloth
Int., Local Trade

2001 Ford Ranger

2.3L,5 Spd.,AC, CD, Bedliner;,White w/Gray Int.,Local Trade, Great
MPG, SALE PRICE

1994 Dodge Dakota SLT
5.2L,4x4,ATAC,Tilt, Cass.& CD, 8’ Bed, Sliding Rear Glass,Alloys,
Local Trade

1989 Ford F150 Custom

Sht.Bed, 6 Cyl.,5 Spd.,Sliding Rear Glass, New Tires, Black w/Gray
Cloth Int., Local Trade
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