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‘12 Days Of
Christmas’ Items
Would Cost
$86,609

By Dan Nephin
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

PITTSBURGH (AP) - Given
the economic downturn, even
the most romantic might balk at
the $86,609 price tag for the items
in the carol, “The Twelve Days of
Christmas.”

That’s this year’s cost, ac-
cording to the annual “Christ-
mas Price Index” compiled by
PNC Wealth Management, which
tallies the single partridge in a
pear tree to the 12 drummers
drumming, purchased repeated-
ly as the song suggests. The price

rings probably wouldn’t be a bad
idea,” he said.

They are down about 11 per-
cent, from $395 last year to $350,
the result of pressures on discre-
tionary spending, Dunigan said.

But sticklers for tradition
might also save by procrastinat-
ing. With the economy in its first
consumer-led recession since the
early 1980s and energy prices
falling as of late, prices could
come down between now and
Christmas, Dunigan said.

PNC Financial Services
Group Inc. checks jewelry stores,
dance companies, pet stores and
other sources to compile the list.
While it is done humorously, PNC
said its index mirrors actual eco-
nomic trends.

For instance, gasoline costs
topped $4 this summer, driving
up shipping costs for many

goods. So a pear tree that cost $165
last year will cost $220 this year. (The
partridge is up $5 to $20.)

Luxury items are also up, as
reflected by the price of the seven
swans-a-swimming, which are up
33 percent to $5,600.

But the faltering economy has
also brought down the cost of
some items.

The three French hens (down
$15 t0 $30) and six geese-a-laying
(down $120 to $240) reflect de-
clines in food prices.

The eight maids-a-milking will
cost 12 percent more, $52.40 from
about $47 last year, thanks to
their second annual minimum
wage increase.

The 10 lords-a-leaping, 11
pipers piping and 12 drummers
drumming are all up about 3 per-
cent, reflecting the general aver-
age wage increase.

isup $8,508 or 10.9 percent, from

° $78,100 last year.
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Palmer Construction

WE ACCEPT
ALL MAJOR
CREDIT
CARDS

Judy Bishop
We apologize for anyone we may fiave missed.
Alse, a very big thank-you to everyone who stiowed up
lo play in the bad weatfier!

CHAMBERSBURG
BEAUTY SCHOOL

Serving Chambersburg, Hagerstown & the Tri-State area for over 50 years

Career Training:
e Cosmetology

* Nail Technology

e Teacher’s Program
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30 MONTH
RATE WATCHER
CD SPECIAL

Compare Quality
Before You Buy
A Lifetime
Investment!

4,007

WITH A $5,000 MINIMUM
DEPOSIT AND A FNBG
CHECKING ACCOUNT AND
DeEBIT CARD

TRADE UP AT 15 MONTHS¥*
FDIC INSURED

COMPETITIVE INTEREST RATE
GUARANTEED RATE

PEACE OF MIND

Diversify your portfolio with a guaranteed rate of return and the ability to

e Financial Aid Available °
to those who qualify
* Day & Evening schedules
e H.S. Diploma not required
* Job Placement Assistance
winter season

Call & Enroll Today!
T e 717-267-0041

171 Cedar Avenue
Chambersburg, PA

www.ChambersburgBeautySchool.com

increase your rate if the market changes.

Thw(;?wz‘National Bank

A SuBSIDIARY OF TOWER BANCORP INC.

See this new portable
heating system!

SOLAR COMFORT

The new wave of energy efficient heat
4 Low maintenance
4 Absolute safety
Layaway for the upcoming

WWW.FNBGC.CcOM * 1-866-597-2137

One Bank for« LIFETIME

* Covers up to 1,000 sq. ft.
¢ Better warranty at 5 yrs.
¢ Invented over 30 yrs. ago

For more information stop in or call

FRAKER’S r-
VACUUM CLEANER
& SEWING SALES

Ft. Littleton, PA
mmm  717-987-3354
mrions OF 987-3862

*The 4.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 11/25/08 and is subject to change at any time
without notice. The minimum balance to open a 30-Month Rate Watcher CD is $5,000. To obtain the APY
interest must remain on deposit until the CD maturity date. A First National Bank of Greencastle checking
account and debit card are required to obtain CD. Trade up to a CD with a term of 12 months or more can be
performed during a 10 day period at 15 months from the date of opening the CD without penalty. Checking

account and debit card must be maintained during the duration of the CD or the CD rate will revert to the current
I 24-month CD rate for the remainder of term. This offer can be withdrawn at any time.
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Salon Open to the

l $ OFF alon O .
Public at D tP !
I 1 COLOR ublic at Discount Prices

Work performed by students, supervised by I
MasterCard| i instructors. Parking garage behind school
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Member

Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Depositors are insured up to $250,000. No gov-
ernmental or institutional deposits.




