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Schools Feel Pinch From Economic Woes

Officials look for the
least painful trims, but
many worry about their
ability to close achieve-
ment gaps

BY STACY TEICHER KHADAROO
STAFF WRITER OF
THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

School districts across the
United States are tightening
their belts in anticipation of a
meager fiscal diet that could
carry into 2011.

As state and local revenue de-
clines, officials are looking for the
trims least likely to harm the
quality of education. Although
some districts have rainy-day
funds to tap, concern is growing
that students, particularly those
who are struggling to learn or
who are homeless, are going to
feel the pinch.

Just over a third of superin-
tendents in a recent national sur-
vey said they’ve already in-
creased the size of classes be-
cause of the downturn, according
to the American Association of
School Administrators, an or-
ganization in Arlington, Va., that
supports high standards for pub-
lic education. Thirty percent of
superintendents are considering
layoffs. Of the two-thirds who
said their districts are inade-
quately funded, 83 percent think
it’s detrimental to their ability to
close achievement gaps for mi-
nority groups.

If the dry spell lasts through
multiple school years, “that’s
when real noticeable things start
to happen,” says Michael Grif-
fith, an analyst at the Education
Commission of the States, a pol-
icy group in Denver. Delaying
purchases leads to book short-
ages, while school technology
and infrastructure fray. The ax
often comes down on after-
school and summer-school pro-
grams for struggling students.

“The people who are hurt the
most are those who need the
most assistance,” Griffith says.

With 41 states confronting
revenue shortfalls this year or
next, a number are likely to in-
clude education in their cuts, he
says. In California and New York,
which had deficit woes even be-
fore this fall’s financial crisis, pro-
posals to cut education funds
midway through the school year
are meeting resistance. New York
Gov. David Paterson (D) called
for pulling back $840 million of
this year’s school budget — up to
10 percent for some districts —
but the proposal has been
shelved until January. California
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R)
wants about $2.5 billion in cuts to
schools and community colleges.

Once schools have signed
contracts, if the state withholds
promised aid, it would be like
“dropping a bomb in the middle
of the school year,” says Timo-
thy Kremer, executive director
of the New York State School
Boards Association. “It only hap-
pened once before in New York,
in the early ‘90s,” he says. “Many
districts had to ... really dig into
the bone of their programs, and
many of them have told me they
never fully recovered.”

Ideally, financial crises would
be an opportunity for states and
local districts to shed less pro-
ductive initiatives, but it seems to
rarely work that way, says Eric
Hanushek, a senior fellow at
Stanford University’s Hoover In-
stitution in California. Often, a
simple band-aid measure is the
response, he says, such as laying
off new teachers. Overall, he says,
the challenge is the instability in
funding: When “one year you
pour a lot of money out to the
schools and the next year you
squeeze back, it doesn’t allow for
a lot of rational planning.”

Meanwhile, Georgia since
2003 has been sending less
money to schools than the state
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FOR RENT
1. 3,000-sq.-ft. commerecial building, office area, reception area, 3
bay work areas with 15 ft. overhead doors, in-floor heating, 3 addi-
tional areas also included, Lincoln Way West
2. Secured storage area, approx. 16’ x 38, Lincoln Way West
3. 2 large room office space with off-street parking spaces, 113 N. First

4. Colonial office space, 2 first-floor offices, lower-level conference or
storage area, handicap accessible, 200 Lincoln Way West

5. One large lot suitable for mobile home or modular home, city water
and sewer hookup, electricity on lot, S. Seventh St. See Andy

6. Second-floor apt., 2 bedroom, 1 bath, living room, kitchen, large laun-
dry room, rear parking, Lincoln Way East. Restrictions below

FOR RENT OR SALE
7. Large lot, ideal commercial or residential location, city water and
sewer hookup, electricity on lot, Lincoln Way West. See Andy.
8. 2 acres, close to turnpike entrance on Rt. 522
RESTRICTIONS
No pets, no smoking, 2 to 3 persons, no loud music, no drugs, securi-
ty deposit, monthly inspections, personal interview required.

For appointment call 485-3833 or 860-1924
D. “ANDY”” WASHABAUGH 111 ENTERPRISES

N

K& 200 LWW, MCCONNELLSBURG, PA 17233 J/

Ft. Littleton
987-3618
(888) 725-6836

McConnellsburg
485-5539
(888) 822-6130

PALMER REALTY

LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU,
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

e

Fort Loudon Orbisonia
369-4524 814-447-3220
(888) 822-6131 800-343-1323

Three Springs: 3 BR,2 BA remod-
eled home w/new kit., vinyl siding &
rear deck. Reduced! $99,900
HU6793018

Orchard Circle,Mercersburg: 10" x
60’ mobile home w/2 BR & BA. 0.47
ac. Nice lot! $55,000 FL6861379
Bark Rd., near Town Hill exit I-70:
5.8 ac. wooded tract. $89,900
FU6853735

Brooklyn Dr.,McConnellsburg: 2005
3 BR,2 BA rancher w/full basmt. ready
to finish. Has french doors to patio.
Deck & 2-car gar. 1.10 ac. $194,900
FU6925826

Great Cove Rd.,3 mi.N.of McCbg.:
This 3 BR & BA brick & siding home
has a new family rm.,furnace,AC, roof
& well. Carport. 0.62 ac. $199,900
FU6919608

Tuscarora Mtn., Ft. Loudon: 3 BR,2
BA, 3 level chalet w/CA, built in 2006.
Like new! Large deck & garage. 0.48
ac. $189,500 FL6529205

Sawmill Rd., Shade Gap:3 BR & BA
log home w/FP & wood floors. Private
setting! 2.00 ac. HU6921891

Breezy Point Rd., McCbg.: 1984, 2
BR, I.5 BA w/full walkout basmt.
Porch & deck, .91 ac. $69,900
FU6890480

West Sprowl Rd., Wells Tannery:
Completely remodeled 3 BR, 2 BA
home w/addition for extended fami-

Hickory Hollow Rd.,McCbg.: Lo-
cated off Peach Orchard Rd.,, just 5
mi. from town, yet private
w/spectacular views. Modern 4 BR,
2 BA random rock raised rancher
w/2 FP CA, gar. & deck.40 x 50 &
46 x 72 metal bldgs. 79 ac. $599,900
FU6790218

Decorum Rd., Shade Gap:
There’s100 acres of woodland on this
unique property. Fenced pasture for
steers or horses. Well-maintained 4
BR, 2.5 BA rancher w/CA, CV, 3-car
gar. 113 ac. $626,500 HU6892328
Hess Rd., near Waterfall: 50 ac.fields
& meadow joining Forbes Rd.School.
Terrific mtn. views! $249,900
FU6752587

Crystal Spring: 2 BR & BA mobile
used as hunting camp & weekend re-
treat. Just hop & skip to Betsy Rd.
that leads to state forestland.2.00 ac.
Open & wooded. $65,000
FU6881908

Black Oak Rd., Warfordsburg: 10.50
ac.open & wooded w/well-maintained
2 BR & BA rancher. Oversized 2-car
garage w/loft. Outbldg. $159,900
FU6883259

Church St., Hustontown: Refur-
bished, 2 BR & BA, 2 sty.home w/nice
yard. $79,900 FU6908589

Gem Rd., Needmore: 3 BR, 2.5 BA
contemporary home w/CA & many
extras. Built in 2000 on 1.32 ac. Re-

PLEASE CALL ONE

OF OUR AGENTS

Oldest and largest real estate agency in Fulton County. Also
serving Franklin, Huntingdon and Bedford counties.

Della Rae
377-2956

Jewel
377-2940

Jeanie
377-2954

Robin Bill
377-2955

www.palmer-realty.net
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formula calls for, says Herbert
Garrett, executive director of the
Georgia School Superintendents
Association. This year the
schools may face a 2 percent
shortfall and next year another 3
percent, which would bring the
total shortfall since 2003 to near-
ly $2 billion, Garrett says. It ap-
pears that state limits on class
sizes and initiatives such as one
that places a “graduation coach”
in each high school are in jeop-
ardy, he says. In his 40 years in ed-
ucation, this economic situation
“ranks among the worst,” he
says.

When states decrease fund-
ing, local districts have often
found ways to increase theirs —
sometimes through higher taxes.
“Per-student spending during
the downturns of the early ‘80s
and ‘90s continued to increase,”
Griffith says.

Now, however, it’s not clear
how possible that will be in any
but the wealthiest districts. “In
previous times, school districts
have turned to the business com-
munity, the parent community
for support ... but now the well is
dry everywhere you look,” says
Dan Domenech, executive direc-
tor of the American Association
of School Administrators.

Schools are feeling the
squeeze just as there’s a surging
need for the safety net they pro-
vide. Hundreds of districts are
reporting that in the first few
months of school, they’ve served
nearly as many homeless stu-
dents as in the entire previous
year. Las Vegas saw an 82 per-
cent increase in the first two
weeks.

Districts are each required to
have a liaison to help homeless
children stay on track in school.
“Some of the liaisons say they
can’t get through their stack of
referrals,” says Barbara Duffield,
the Washington-based policy di-
rector for the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Home-
less Children and Youth.

Cincinnati Public Schools
have seen a 28 percent increase
— 266 more kids than last year,
says Karen Fessler, manager of
the district’s Project Connect for
homeless students. Her program
is short-staffed, and a local non-
profit that supports schoolchild-
ren’s immediate needs is hitting
hard times, too. “You hear about
the bailout,” Fessler says, “and
you wonder, when is this actual-
ly going to trickle down to the

individual families we’re serv-
mg?”

Mild Fall Makes
For Fat Deer
In E. Ore.

BAKER CITY, Ore. (AP) -It’s
fat city in the countryside of East-
ern Oregon's Baker County.

A moist and mild fall has
turned the meadows green and
the mule deer plump.

That's a good sign for the deer
and for the two-legged shooters
who prey on them.

“It's a phenomenal green-up,”
said Brian Ratliff, a wildlife biol-
ogist at the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife's Baker City
office. “The deer are set for a
good winter.”

Once the snow comes, the
deer not only expend more ener-
gy getting through the drifts, but
also burn extra calories just to
stay warm, he said.

When wintry weather fades
into spring, every pound a deer
adds during the fall means extra
survival time.

Ratliff said he and district
wildlife biologist Nick Myatt
looked at dozens of deer that
hunters killed during last
month's season.

Almost all the deer had ample
fat reserves, Ratliff said.

The weather has been so be-
nign, that many deer have yet to
descend to winter range, where
even during hard winters the
snow doesn't get too deep and
the temperatures are at least
slightly warmer than in the ani-
mals' summer range high in the
mountains.

“If they haven't moved down
yet, that means they're finding
what they need higher up,”
Ratliff said.

That, too, is abnormal for
Baker County.

Most years, snow has driven
deer down to their winter range
by the middle of November.

The bountiful forage is espe-
cially vital for deer because they
are more vulnerable to harsh win-
ters than are elk, bighorn sheep
and mountains goats, Ratliff said.

But, Ratliff said, other
species such as chukars and
other upland game birds are
also fattening up during the
benevolent weather and abun-
dant grass.

Landlest

GLATFELTER PuLr Woop ComMPANY TIMBERLANDS
Select Tracts in Southeastern Pennsylvania

'WAKEFIELD TRACT - 202+ ACRES, SHIRLEY TowNsHIP, HUNTINGDON COUNTY - The 202+ acre
Wakefield Tract is conveniently located approximately 6 miles south of Mount Union Penn-
sylvania in eastern Huntingdon County. The property has an easterly aspect, and includes
several small scasonal drainages which are part of the Aughwick Creck watershed. The Syn-
der’s Run launch on Raystown Lake is approximately 15 miles from the property. $450,000

HENRY TRACT - 222+ ACRES, BEALE TowNsHIP, JUNIATA COUNTY - The 222+ acre Henry

Tract combines an appreciating timber resource, with public road frontage, and picturesque
northwesterly views of Shade Mountain. The forest diversity on this tract provides both

good long-term timber management options and excellent wildlife habitat.

$675,000

RirzmaN TRACT - 339+ Acres, TurPETTE TowNsHIP, Juniata County - Overlooking Spruce
Hill and Beale Townships, the 339+ acre Ritzman Tract offers an excellent combination of
timber and recreational amenities, complimented by extensive frontage along Route 74.

The property abuts a large block of Pennsylvania State Game Lands.

81,250,000

www.landvest.com
Dave King * 814-781-1637 * dking@landvest.com
106 N. Michael Street ® Suite 3 * St. Marys, PA 15857

Gustaf — Hann United

Katie L. Hann and Brent
C. Gustaf were united in mar-
riage on August 23, 2008, at
The Lodge at Blue Ridge
Summit, Pa. The outdoor
ceremony was performed by
Rev. William C. Swope. Cathy
Richards, pianist, and soloist
Chelsea Chesnut, cousin of
the bride, provided music for
the ceremony.

The bride is the daughter
of Michele and Byron Hann
of McConnellsburg. She is a
2004 graduate of McCon-
nellsburg High School and a
2008 graduate of the radiolo-
gy program at Hagerstown
Community College. She is
employed as a Radiologic
Technologist at Waynesboro
Hospital and Parkway Sur-
gery Center in Hagerstown,
Md.

The groom is the son of
Donna and Joseph Gustaf
and Darlene and Larry
Deshong. Heis a 2001 gradu-
ate of McConnellsburg High
School and received his
Bachelor of Science degree
in 2005 at Shippensburg Uni-
versity. He is employed as a

Mr. and Mrs

. Brent Gustaf

manufacturing supervisor at
Good Humor Breyers of
Hagerstown, Md.

McKenzie Hann, sister of
the bride, served as maid of
honor. Bridesmaids were
Megan Ramsey, Heidi
Swope, Danielle Houck, Ash-
ley Rauth and Brandi Leedy.
Serving as the groom’s best
man was Paul Wilson.
Groomsmen were Joe Gus-
taf, Steven Deshong, Josh
Gustaf, Dane Pollock and
Mike Hill.

The wedding reception
following the ceremony was
held indoors at The Lodge at
Blue Ridge Summit. The
bride’s bouquet was filled
with sunflowers accented
with white and yellow roses.
The flowers were provided
by Summer Thyme Floral of
McConnellsburg and the
three-tiered wedding cake
was done by Rhoda Custer of
Waynesboro. Photographer
for the ceremony was Melody
Bussard of Greencastle.

The couple honeymooned
in Ocho Rios, Jamaica.

They reside in Greencastle.
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FULTON COUNTY RENTERS

Having a difficult time
paying your rent?
Are you homeless or about
to be homeless?

Section 8 Rental Assistance

=

is available now.

=2

TR

Call 717-987-0090

11-13-4t

360-2774 860-5618

RMD PROPERTIES

Property Management Service
McConnelisburg, PA 17233
717-987-3196

RENTALS:

3 Bedrooms and 2 Bath Rancher with 3
1/2 acres of country setting and minutes from
McConnelisburg. NO pets, NO smoking, sec. de-

posit required. $750 monthly. #0180

2 room office located in downtown Mc-
Connelisburg. All utilities paid, 6 month lease
req., sec. deposit, available now! $250 month-

ly. #0204

Storefront located downtown McConnells-
burg with over 3,000 sq. ft. of room. 6 month
lease req., sec. deposit, plus utilities. $800

monthly. #0202

Holiday Decorations Don't
Need To Be Red And Green

By Bridget Nash
ENID NEWS & EAGLE

ENID, Okla. (AP) - Decking
the halls isn't just red and green
and holly and ivy anymore.

Now you can decorate for
Christmas in any color of the
rainbow. Whether you prefer the
traditional Santa, reindeer and
snowmen decorations or you
have a unique taste, there are
Christmas decorations for every-
one.

Even pink has become a
theme color for Christmas, said
Linda Anderson, co-manager of
Hobby Lobby. So ifred and green
aren't your favorites, you can opt
for pink, purple, blue, yellow, sil-
ver, gold or any other color
scheme.

Anderson also said popular
Christmas ornament trends this
year are leaning away from the
typical Christmas characters,
and people are buying orna-
ments that reflect their charac-
ter, job, hobbies and style.

“More personalized orna-
ments,” Anderson said. “Initials,
letters ... Theme ornaments are
popular: jobs, hobbies and mili-
tary ornaments.”

Now there are ornaments for
nurses, doctors, lawyers, teach-
ers, ball players, motorcycle rid-
ers, fisherman, dog lovers and
many more.

While the Victorian Christmas
became popular once again in
the past few years, the early 20th
century themes are fading away
and being replaced by other spe-
cific themes, Anderson said.

“Night at the opera,” is one
theme Anderson pointed out.
Ornaments in that category re-
volve around jewel tones coun-
tered with black feathers and sil-
ver trim.

Linda Jackson, an interior
decorator at Serendipity Home
Decor, has seen another popular
trend that might fit in with the
“night at the opera theme.”

“Top hats,” Jackson said.

Serendipity quickly sold out of
its inventory of black top hats,
which can be used as tree top-
pers or as centerpieces. The dec-
orative top hat also is versatile. It
can go with the formal, fancy
Christmas themes, or it can fit
right in with the traditional
themes as a snowman's hat.

Both Anderson and Jackson
said another new trend this hol-
iday season is natural colors.

“Woodland, natural themes,”
Anderson said.

“I think that a lot of people are
doing things in brown and gold,”
Jackson said, “and bronze and
brown tones.”

Wooden ornaments, neutral
floral decor and leaves, stems
and berries are becoming popu-
lar, all with a little sparkle added.

“There is lots of glitter going
on this year,” Jackson said.

Jackson also said ribbon is re-
maining popular in holiday dec-
orations.

Hobby Lobby employees are
glad to help a customer find a
certain color or theme, but when
it comes to making suggestions,
Anderson is hesitant because she
cannot actually see the home
and therefore does not feel she
can make the correct suggestion.

That's where the employees
at Serendipity come in. They will
come to anyone's home and
make suggestions, or they can
do the actual decorating.
Serendipity also will make holi-
day arrangements out of orna-
ments brought in or out of sup-
plies they have.

“Anything I can do to be of
help,” Jackson said.

In the Christmas frenzy, don't
forget your friends and family
who may be in nursing homes,
hospitals or constantly at their
desk.

“A mini tree is ideal for them,”
Anderson said. “We have all the
themes in our mini tree orna-
ments.”

Foster Care
Sought For
Rescued Huskies

BUTTE, Mont. (AP) - More
than 40 of the 100-plus dogs
found malnourished and covered
in feces in a broken-down school
bus at a Rocker truck stop in
early October have found foster
homes in the Butte area.

The dogs cannot be adopted
because of an animal cruelty case
pending against Phillip Brode.

Those interested in fostering
a dog must full out an application
with the Butte-Silver Bow Ani-
mal Services. Those who already
have dogs must bring their cur-
rent pets to meet the prospective
foster dogs to make sure theyll
get along.

Phyllis Ruana, director of an-
imal services, says people who
foster dogs will have the first
chance to adopt them if that be-
comes an option.

Brode has pleaded not guilty
to felony animal cruelty charges.
Court records say Brode was on
his way to Alaska with the dogs,
which are huskies and husky
mixes.



